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II. 

LIFE OF POPE LEO XIII. 

The present occupant of the papal throne has found an enthusiastic biographer 
in Dr. Bernard O'Reilly, whose high attainments in this department of literary 
work are already well Known through his life of Pius IX. This volume,* how- 
ever, is more than a personal biography ; it is also a review of the period covered 
by the public career of the Pope. The materials are ample for a work of lasting 
interest, and the reverend author has made good use of them. The biographical 
details are comparatively few, and might be compressed into a single chapter. 
Usually, in biographies, one expects to read the record of the unfolding of numer- 
ous personal traits and characteristics through incidents and correspondence of a 
more or less private and privileged character. Perhaps, as the subject of this his- 
tory is still living, the author felt himself under restriction in this respect, and, as 
the authentic memoirs from which the personal narrative is mainly derived were 
furnished by His Holiness himself, it can easily be imagined that there would nec- 
essarily be some reservation. As a rule, no public man's life can be adequately 
written until after his death ; but, on the other hand, the life of a public man may 
be so closely identified with the movements of his age that a history of the one 
may be, to a great degree, a history of both. This is the impression left upon us 
after a perusal of this interesting book. What glimpses we get of the personality 
of the Pontiff show us a man of groat amiability and piety, of rare culture and 
learning, of exceeding discernment and prudence, and withal, of a born diplomatist 
and statesman. Of course, the book is eulogistic. Dr. O'Reilly has his countrymen's 
gift of loving well. He sees no fault, not even the faintest shadow of a weakness, 
in the character he here delineates. There is, therefore, no formal attempt at a 
critical estimate of the personal character of the Pope, no suggestion of imperfec- 
tion or infirmity in mind or manners, in temper or temperament. We are bound 
to add that the result is a picture of rare ability and attractiveness. As portrayed 
in this volume, Pope Leo XIII. is a man whom it would be easy to love and rever- 
ence for his own sake, apart from his exalted office — a man of vast attainments 
without a shadow of vanity or self-consciousness— sagacious and yet simple-mind- 
ed—a man of the keenest insight and yet overflowing with charity — exacting and 
methodical in office, and yet inspiring others to a willing performance of duty — 
more than an equal in diplomacy for the acutest pcliticians, and yet unwilling to 
contend, if contention can be honorably avoided — a man at whose feet kings might 
sit for instruction, and yet with whom little children feel perfectly at ease and 
happy. Such is the man here pictured, and there is no reason to doubt the fidelity, 
or the skill, of the artist. 

Pope Leo XIII. was born in March, 1810, and is therefore now in his ?8th year. 
His father was Count Lodovico Pecci. of Carpineto Romano, an ancient family. 
His mother was a woman of noble birth, and of eminently Christian virtues. 
To these advantages were added a splendid educational career from childhood 
to manhood. In these early days he was brought under the personal influence of 
Pope Leo XII. , and it was no doubt his love and admiration for that eminent man 
that led him to choose the name of Leo at his consecration to the papal throne. 
At twenty-eight, having joined the secular priesthood, he became Governor of the 
little papal province of Benevento, which he restored from a state of lawlessness and 

* "Life of Leo XIII." From an authentic memoir furnished by his order. Written 
with the encouragement, approbation, and blessinK of His Holiness the Pope. By 
Bernard CKeiily, D. D. , LL. D. Charles L. Webster & Co. 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 461 

brigandage to peace and prosperity. At thirty-three he was appointed papal nuncio 
to Belgium, where he continued three years, gaining during that period considerable 
insight into Protestantism, as well as winning the personal friendship of many 
Protestants. He remained there three years, when he was created Archbishop of 
Perugia, in Italy, but meanwhile he visited London and Paris, studying there the 
peculiar social, religious, and political condition of affairs. He continued Arch- 
bishop of Perugia until the death of Pius IX., when he was elected as his successor, 
on February SOth, 1878. These were dark and troublous days for the Catholic 
Church. The temporal sovereignty had been divorced from the papacy. Italy 
had become a united kingdom under Victor Emmanuel. Pius IX. died a prisoner 
in the Vatican, and it was seriously feared that the Piedmontese government 
would overawe the solemn conclave and nominate a successor to the papal chair. 
An interesting account is given of the proceedings at the papal election, which 
passed by without the dreaded interference from the civil power, though under 
restrictions and limitations rendered necessary by the circumstances. 

It is to be expected that, in dealing with the great questions which agitated 
Europe during this period, and with which the subject of these memoirs is iden- 
tified by his public acts, both before and after his coronation, our author should 
be animated by an intensely catholic spirit ; and such is the fact. So also is Pope 
Leo. At the same time the Protestant reader of this book will not fail to note a 
fairness of tone — we might almost say a breadth and liberality of view — in mat- 
ters relating to Protestantism from a religious standpoint. Thus, in speaking of 
American, institutions, the author says : " At the bottom of that people's unpar- 
alleled prosperity lay a twofold fact,— they were a religious people, among whom, 
though divided into various and hostile denominations, there reigned a deep re- 
ligious sense, pervading not only private life, but influencing and regulating pub- 
lic life ; and they were a practical people," etc. Again : " The laws, the manners, 
customs, and governmental forms of a nation from its early birth to its adult 
state — if these are hallowed by religion and in conformity with the deep moral 
sense of the people — are as much the creation of Nature as the tree is the growth 
of the soil." There are other passages which indicate a tendency to regard Protest- 
antism fairly and to distinguish between it and the socialistic and atheistic move- 
ment which he regards as a great and fatal onslaught alike upon civilization and 
the Church. Protestantism is recognized as Christianity, and Protestants are 
appealed to as Christiars. " The battle," says the author, " which is now raging 
in Italy and in Spain, in Prance, and Germany, and Belgium, in Great Britain, 
and even in our own United States, is not so much a battle against Catholicism as 
the most powerful, wide-spread, compact, and ancient form of Christianity, as 
against Christianity itself." Speaking of the United States he observes again : 
" The Catholic religion and its institutions exist side by side with other denomina- 
tions on the solid ground of the common law." Again : " In the British empire, 
where the large-minded Pope desires to see the same union of all creeds and races, 
. . no chronic injustice or oppression weakens any one portion" (Ireland ex- 
cepted). These utterances are significant, because they point in the direction of a 
basis of union between Catholic and Protestant on essential principles common to 
both. The danger menacing the Christian fortress is depicted in eloquent and stir- 
ring words in the Pope's repeated encyclicals and other public documents. When 
the Pope actually appeals to Protestants to help defend the citadel, he proposes in 
fact a union of forces which is hardly compatible with thunderings and anath- 
«mas ! Take as an illustration the Pope's attitude on the Irish question. He pro- 
poses that England should recognize Ireland's status as a kingdom and the home of 
« different race, and by conceding home rule end the feuds of race and religion 
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together. On the same principle let Catholic cease calling Protestant heretic and 
Protestant cease calling Catholic idolator, and then may come the happy period 
when Christianity shall again be a unit, though not in the exact sense in which the 
Pope understands the term. 

The Pope's great remedy, however, for the evils which affect society in the 
prevailing irreligion of the age, is not such a union as we have indicated, but the 
restoration of temporal sovereignty. " We shall never cease," says Leo, in his first 
encyclical, "to contend . . for our restoration to that condition of things in 
which the Provident design of the Divine Wisdom had formerly placed the Roman 
Pontiff." "Not only," he continues, "because the civil sovereignty is necessary 
for the protecting and preserving of the full liberty of the spiritual power, but be- 
cause . . the interests of the public good and the salvation of the whole of 
human society are involved." This, then, is the great object to be kept before the 
Catholic world — the restoration of the Pope to an independent temporal sovereignty. 
"How can the Catholics of all nations," exclaims Cardinal Pecci, "believe that 
the decisions of their parent and guide are free when he is the subject of an Italian, 
a German, a French, or a Spanish sovereign ?" 

There is material in this book for a much more extended review than is possi- 
ble within our limits. Many of its features we find ourselves unable to notice, - 
but its general scope will be understood by the reader of the foregoing remarks. 
We would say, in conclusion, that in our judgment, this life of Leo XIII. is worthy 
of a very wide circulation and perusal. Protestants should read it for the light it 
throws upon modern Catholicism. It is a most earnest, eloquent, comprehensive 
plea for papal supremacy ; and withal it is authoritative. No intelligent and fair- 
minded Protestant desirous of seeing things from a papal standpoint will regret 
the time spent in reading it. Catholics will, of course, read it. It is worthy of 
study by thoughtful people on all sides of the religious controversies of the age — a 
book that cannot be ignored as unimportant, either by friend or foe. 

III. 
CHINA AS A FIELD FOR COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE. 

The latest book on China as a field for railroad construction and commercial 
enterprise, General Wilson's volume,* is also entitled to serious attention for the 
clear, matter of fact information it conveys as to the actual state of affairs in that 
mysterious country. The General went there in the autumn of 1885 for the specific 
purpose of judging by personal observation as to whether railroads could be built 
there under such terms and conditions as to management as w<mld make them a 
desirable channel for the investment of American capital. He spent the greater 
part of a year in that country and Japan, traveled nearly thirty thousand miles 
by sea and land, and came to the conclusion that there are immense, almost bound- 
less resources waiting in China for development, but that the future of that coun- 
try is beset with complicated problems and perils, the outcome of which it is very 
difficult to predict. Our author, by reason of his experience and qualifications, 
gathered in the service of the public and otherwise, was pre-eminently qualified to 
go on an investigating tour of this kind. As chief of the Cavalry Bureau at Wash- 
ington he had been charged with the supervision of the organization and equipment 
of all the cavalry troops, and had served in the field as a commander of cavalry, 
attaining the rank of Major-General of Volunteers and Brevet Major-General of 

♦"China: Travels and Investigations in the 'Middle Kingdom.'" A study of its 
civilization and possibilities. With a glance at Japan. By James Harrison Wilson. D. 
Appleton &Co. 



